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character, it must be added that he had furnished Wai-
singham with a power of attorney to sell land, and liacl
expressly considered all his creditors in his will. 33ut
his own death happened so close upon his father's, a-ncl
the will was so imperfect touching the sale of land, "that
his wishes could not he carried into effect. This, added
"Walsingham, " doth greatly afflict me, that a gentleman
that hath lived so unspotted in reputation, and h.acl so
great care to see all men satisfied, should be so exposed
to the outcry of his creditors." When the obstacles liad
been surmounted the funeral was splendid and puTblic.
And the whole nation went into mourning. "It was
accounted a sin," says the author of The Life and j&eath
of Sir Philip Sidney, " for any gentleman of quality, for
many months after, to appear at Court or City in any
light or gaudy apparel."

I have told the story of Sidney's last days briefly,
using the testimony of those who knew him best, or who
were present at his death-bed. Comment would, be
superfluous. There is a singular beauty in the uncom-
plaining, thoughtful, manly sweetness of the young laero
cut off in his prime. Numberless minute touches, of
necessity omitted here, confirm the opinion that Sidney
possessed unique charm, and exercised a spell over t-liose
who came in contact with him. All the letters and
reports which deal with that long agony breathe a lieart-
felt tenderness, which proves how amiable and liow
admirable he was. The character must have been, "well-
nigh perfect which inspired persons so different as the
Earl of Leicester, George Gifford, and Fulke G-reville
with the same devoted love. We have not to deal
merely with the record of an edifying end, but withdayw ptwsud slowly on.y and probity. But ho tin joy rd
